SHORT PLAYS 


THE DEVIL’S CUSPIDOR by Beatrice La Force. 
A comedy in one act for 2 M, and 3 W. 
David McKay Company, 1963; Royalty: $10 
for one performance or $5 for a no-admission 
performance. 


The Devil's Cuspidor is a mixture of comedy, 
romance, and fantasy. Emily, a lovable old maid, 
is in charge of the White Elephant Sale of the 
church bazaar. Among the articles brought for 
sale is an antique chamber which turns out to 
be the home of a “Jinni.” The charming 
“Jinni” aids Emily in her romance with shy 
and gentle Hobbs, and also helps Flumika, Em- 
ily’s young war orphan from Indonesia. The 
play would serve very well as a tournament 
entry because it has humor and interest without 
heavy drama, and because the technical prob- 
lem of the appearance of the “‘Jinni,” as well 
as the disappearance of Emily’s rival for Hobbs’ 
affection, would be fun to try. 


THE HOUR GLASS by Robert Brome. A drama 
in one act for 1 M. and 3 W. 1962, Eldridge 
Publishing Company. Royalty: $5. 


Robert Brome publishes another short play 
with sharp dramatic impact which would make 
a good contest or tournament play. The story 
deals with a mother who has sacrificed and 
reared her daughter alone through her earnings 
in her little dress shop in her home. Now the 
daughter is married and trying to forget her 
humble surroundings as a child. Mother has 
been ordered to rest because of a heart condi- 
tion, but her daughter does not know how 
serious the condition is. With the dress shop 
sold to a friend, Mother comes to make her 
home with her daughter. With the background 
of a severe storm, a maniac killer loose, a shad- 
ow on the balcony, and Mother and the friend 
who bought the dress shop alone at night, you 
have all the elements of suspense drama. The 
climax can be played either as tragedy, with 
Mother having a fatal heart attack, or as melo- 
drama, with the possibility of a better under- 
standing with her daughter. 


DUST ON THE CHRISTMAS STAR by AI- 
berta Hawse. A Christmas drama for 3 M., 
3 W., and a small girl. 1962, Eldridge Pub- 
lishing Company. Royalty is free for two 
amateur performances; after that: $2.50. 


We don’t find the usual Christmas story in 
Dust on the Christmas Star. It is a story of 
pathos, and one finds himself wanting to help 
the little girl, Tammy. She can’t understand 
why her grandmother refuses to celebrate Christ- 
mas, not even allowing her to get out her 
Christmas decorations gathering dust in the 
attic. She knows that her parents were killed 
coming home from church on Christmas, but 
it is hard for her to realize how her grand- 
mother can be so bitter at Christfnas time. It 
takes her grandfather, her other, grandmother, 
and two guests to melt the ice around Grand- 
mother Kate’s heart so that little Tammy can 
have a beautiful Christmas. It is a sad, but 
heart-warming play. 


CINDERBLOSSOM by Dr. Lillian Preston. It 
is the story of Cinderella played in a sug- 
gested oriental manner for children. 1962, 
Eldridge Publishing Company. No royalty for 
two amateur performances; after that: $2.50. 


The lovely Cinderella story becomes more en- 
joyable and interesting in its oriental style. 
Friendly-One acts as narrator, and we see the 
property men do their work in Chinese fashion. 
The stepmother and her two daughters are as 
cruel and selfish as we expect them to be. The 
effects are not too difficult to achieve. For the 
catriage, the property men become a rickshaw. 
In fact, changes are simple with the use of the 
property men. The ending, when the Prince 
tries the then on Cinderella before her family, 
is very satisfying. Altogether, the play is easy 
to produce, and charming for children and adults. 
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